Local origins — Rural-INetwork

LOCAL ORIGINS RURAL NETWORK
Food and Creative Producers  Skills Businesses

www.lorn.org.uk
The aim of LORN is to provide the local food and creative producers and skills businesses with
the chance to communicate with each other, to improve our local and economic sustainability,
grasp opportunities that are, so often, more effective as a group and engage with the community
better. LORN will bring us closer to the local community of the North Argyll area; an under-
utilized customer base for us all, and help dispel many of the myths of the rural economy.
EARN MORE ~ SAVE MORE ~ LEARN MORE ~ PRODUCE MORE ~ WASTE LESS

Are you a local producer? i-

livestock farmer, shellfish farmer, vegetable grower, baker, confectioner, cook, involved in

the creative arts, making your own crafts, designing your own art, using your skills to earn

a living in the rural economy of the Lorn area of Argyll.

Are you interested in joining a local organisation which aims to enable all of us to
communicate with each other better, engage with the local community better, take more
advantage of opportunities by working together, and keep abreast with all the incoming
regulations more easily?

Do you find yourself working alone , With your partner, wondering what others in the area are
doing and thinking?

Do you see opportunities , like wholesale, retail, events, mail order, grants, development or
exhibitions, pass you by because you are too small alone to take advantage, or to set up
the required facilities? Do you hear about good things after they have passed?

Would you like access to representatives of the local regulatory and advisory bodies to ask
guestions before problems occur, to have them coming to us with the latest news?

Would you like to use the services of others in the area, but often find it hard to find out who
does want? Would you like to offer your services to others in the area but find its far too
expensive to advertise in our local media and too haphazard otherwise?

Would you like to work with other producers to create more marketing situations selling
direct to the local community, both resident and visitors, so adding value to your product,
reducing the food miles and improving the viability of your business? The ideas include
developing both retail and wholesale markets.

Would you like to access development skills tailored to your needs in both content and timing
and location? Whether business, technical skills, regulations, whatever?

Can you think of other reasons to get together with other small businesses who are producing or
using their skills to make a living in the Lorn area?

If you can answer any of these in the affirmative — then please join LORN

Fill in your membership form overleaf and send it, with your membership of £10 for 2008
to: LORN, c/o Kintaline Farm, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll PA37 1QS
admin@lorn.org.uk 01631 720223




LocAL ORIGINS RURALNETWORK - Creative producer

The information given here will be for the use of the committee only, to enable us to provide you with the best
service we can. All requests for membership should be made in writing to the Secretary. All applicants will be
notified in writing and successful ones will be asked for the details for entries in the public and private online
business directories and for your Username and password for the Online Forum.

I am interested in joining the Network for myself and my business.

Name :

Address:

Email: Website:

[Email is essential and will be the preferred means of communication at all times; for speed, time and costs]

Telephone: Mobile:

Signature : Date: Membership subscription £10 [ ]
Business:

Products — arts, crafts, :

Previous experience of selling direct to
the public:

Previous experience of selling direct to
the wholesale market:

Potential produce you might like to sell:

Skills you could offer Members and / or
the wider community [for payment] :
Skills you could offer to Members
[voluntarily] :
Equipment you could offer [for hire] :
Other aspects to your business
[diversification and separate | :

What Network activities and ideas are you most interested in at this time?
mark those that apply; comment as you like
Please feel free to add more ideas, comments etc. on extra paper. We welcome them.

Craft Market | Wholesale to Shops etc | Direct sales to public
Mail order sales | Adding value —working with other businesses

Business development - practical /
other skills — some ideas of your
needs would help
Making more use of my skills and
machinery in the local economy
Making my business more profitable
Communication with other local
businesses
Educating the local and visiting
public about our role in the
community and environment
Have access to regulatory and
advisory bodies for information
Work with other businesses to access
grants and grasp opportunities
List any other benefits you can
think of for getting together as a
local business network




